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"NO ONE KNOWS YOUR
PASSION LIKE SHANNONS.”
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Shannons Home and Comprehensive Car and Bike insurance is for motoring enthusiasts
just like you, with features like:

® Choice of repairer B Agreed value B Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts

H Limited Use & Club Plate cover ™ Laid up cover B One excess free windscreen
claim per year M Total loss salvage options B Home & Contents Insurance
including $10,000 enthusiast items cover for your collectables & tools

B Towing & storage costs as a result of loss or damage B Pay by the month
premiums at no extra cost

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special car, daily drive, bike or your
home, and speak with a genuine enthusiast.

Join the Shannons Club today! Get connected
and share your passion - shannons.com.au/club

SHARE THE PASSION

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS | CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE | SHANNONS.COM.AU

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not taken account of your
objectives, financial situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance, available at shannons.com.au. The Target Market Determination is also available. Terms, conditions, limits and exclusions apply.

The type of cover must be specified on your certificate of insurance. If you do not use your vehicle in accordance with the vehicle usage shown on your policy certificate you may not be covered in the event of a claim. Discounts do not apply
to the optional Shannons Roadside Assist or CTP. SHFMA2101 17/9/21 A
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2023

Date Event Organiser

3 Mar AHSDC General Meeting AHSDC
23 Rosalie Street Springvale 6.30pm

9-12 Phillip Island Classic Festival of Motorsport P1
See page 14 for display and ticket information

11 Mar Avalon Motorkhana MGCC
More information see competition pages

16 Mar Jack’s Drive AHSDC
See page 10 for details

18 Mar MSCA Sprints Sandown RACV
www.msca.net.au

18-19 Mar Rob Roy Revival MGCC
See page 18 for details

26 Mar Jazz at Montsalvat AHSDC
See page 5

30 Mar- 2 Apr Australian Grand Prix AGP
See page 14

Please note dates are subject to change. This calendar is not a comprehensive list of events, there may be other events
held on the same dates in other locations. Check out the club’s website, it is regularly updated www.ahsdc.org

AHSDC 2023
COMMITTEE

President

Jules Hogan 0407 330 284
president@ahsdc.org

Vice President

David Adams 0417 100 288
vice.president@ahsdc.org
Treasurer

Garry Neeman 0438 734 402
treasurer@ahsdc.org
Secretary

Mike Welsh 0416 254 599
secretary@ahsdc.org
Meetings Secretary

Owen Crombie 0417 107 790
meetings@ahsdc.org
Competition Secretariat
Mike Dore 0409 256 564
competition@ahsdc.org
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Membership Secretary
Frank Bugeja 0411 293 984
membership@ahsdc.org
Social Secretariat

Sue Dore, Trish Nieman &
Bib van O 0412 937 379
social@ahsdc.org

Public Relations

Vacant

pr@ahsdc.org

OTHER APPOINTMENTS
Editor

Mandy Parry-Jones 0409 806 986
editor@ahsdc.org

Club Gear/Regalia

Mike Welsh 0416 254 599
Club Accountant

Jim Dewar 5460 4460

Club Library

Tony & Nancy Young 9890 7530

MSCA Delegate

Bob Lomas 0418 382299
Motorsport Australia Delegate
Mike Welsh 0416 254 599
Sprite Register & Club Permit Officer

Warren Reid 9870 9442
cpsadmin@ahsdc.org

AOMC Delegate

Bob Lomas 0418 382 299
Webmaster

Dave Wallace 0438 856 353
Club Solicitor

Stratton Langslow

205 William Street, Melbourne.

The AHSDC Inc is affiliated with
Motorsport Australia and is a
member of the Marque Sports Car
Association & the Association of
Motoring Clubs.




hat a week, and I assumed that I

had not made much progress on
the the important things such as
walking the dog, finding lost Sprite
parts, walking the dog, ordering Sprite
parts, (working) and walking the
dog.... Im exhausted and the dog
isn’t yet!

But Mandy waits for no man and
I’m late with the president’s report,
so on bended knee I type hasitly to
appease and appologise.

So what a great start to the year,
first class dinner at the club, great list
of racing events posted and a social
whirlwind is approaching.

Like all activities get in early and
register your interest as it makes our
organisers’ work a little easier.

I love jazz and am looking forward
to “Jazz is back at Montsalvat”.

There is a full booking already for

President’s Point

the display cars at the Formula One.
Well done, it’s important to show the
flag.

Talking with David our new VP
about Rob Roy and he is thinking of
getting involved in the hillcimb events
and it seems others are showing a
renewed sense of competion vigor.

Out and about this week I was at
the Healey Factory and ran into an old
club member (David Halliday) who
has started work there and he sends
his regards to all (I encouraged him to
rejoin).

I also spoke to Greg this week and
we are sorry we missed the Corbins
at our first meeting, but there will be
other opportunities.

There have been a number of dis-
cussions about the possibility of
resurrecting the Sprite Nationals and
it is likely that we will engage with

other State clubs to consider a revival
next year, with lots of planning from
all the states to ensure it can hgappen.

We are sponsoring a race at the
Winton Historics again this year and
we are looking forwards to a good
turn up of cars to display.

Looking forward to a great year of
events and social activities.

Get your gear in order, engage with
the club, your friends and let the good
times roll.

Have a Great Year

See your wheels in motion soon ...
Regards Jules

JOIN US FOR JAZ7
AT MONTSALVAT

he club is organizing an afternoon of jazz on 26
March at Montsalvat followed by a meal at House

Of Salad in Eltham.

The concert will be in the Barn Gallery which

features not only Montsalvat’s best piano, but a bar in
the corner to keep you refreshed.

The music begins at Spm but keep your eyes peeled
as we may be getting a tour of Montsalvat prior to the
concert.

After the concert we will all head to the House of
Salad where you can BYO wine or purchase it from the
restaurant.

Who is Joe Chindamo?

Joe Chindamo is a
musical polyglot whose
art defies classification.

While forging an interna-

tional career as a brilliant

jazz pianist — producing

23 CDs, topping the jazz F

charts in Japan, winning

a slew of awards

(including being

inducted into the Bell Award Hall of Fame in 2016) and
touring the world with the genre’s leading figures.

He was working as “first call” pianist on more than
60 film soundtracks and performing and recording with
a plethora of leading artists from the worlds of opera,
jazz, theatre and pop.

So why not join us, Joe, and the other jazz perform-
ers? All you need to do is book online at https://www.
trybooking.com/CFHVEF and then email or text Bib,
Sue or Trish that you are joining us. If you aren’t good
at booking online then contact a member of Team So-
cial and we will help. Cost - $55 concession.

Montsalvat Jazz is Back

Montsalvat, 7 Hillcrest Avenue, Eltham

Possible tour of Montsalvat 4.30 (TBC)

Concert run time Spm — 7pm

Cost - $45 concession through trybooking

(email social@ahsdc.org and we will advise when

bookings open)

House of Salad (BYO & licensed)

4/61-67 Beard Street, Eltham - 7.30 pm
The Social Secretariat:
Bib 0412 937 379 Sue 0499 968 472 Trish 0408 109
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Competition had already kicked off at PI, and now
social was bursting into life — all before the first
meeting of the year.

The day of the Festival of Motoring at Cruden Farm
started with cloud cover, which was a welcome relief after
Saturday when the temperature hit 39 degrees. The cooler
weather is so much kinder on drivers and vehicles.

Owen and I were the first to arrive at the appointed spot,
as marked on the maps that were emailed out. Followed by
David and Valerie, which gave us time to catch up on all
the news within the club.

At 8.15 sharp the director for the event arrived, and
again we had time to catch up on a bit of “chit chat” before
we started to wonder where the rest of the party were —
maybe held up in traffic, maybe thought they’d go direct to

Cruden Farm, or surely not, not lost.

With the wonder of the mobile phone, we located them
— Jim and Chris, Bib and Gerry, Wendy and Denis, Brad
Martin, Gary and Lorraine, and Terry and Jade were found.

No worries, without too much fuss they arrived and after
a quick photo session Kaz fired up her trusty Sprite and led
the way to Cruden Farm using her published route instruc-
tions.

Owen and I did not join in as we had other commitments
(like breakfast in the park) so we elected to wave the flag
as the Sprites took to the road.

At Cruden Farm they were met by Mike and Sue, John
and Trish, John and Jacqui who elected to go straight to the
event.

Chris Crombie

At 8.45am on 29 January a merry band of members set
off from Brandon Park. Led by Kaz we jauntily wound our
way through back streets, up hills and down dales to Cru-
den Farm. The weather was great for driving with hoods
down and this, combined with the cappuccinos that were
still warming our bellies, made for a great convoy.

Kaz had carefully designed the drive so as to ensure
that we got a variety of roads, not just a jaunt down the
highway.

While we were touring, Sue Dore and Trish Niemann,
aided by their husbands, Mike and John, had begun setting
up the club flag and pergola to mark our place.

We rambled through the Cruden Farm gate, waved
through by officials when they saw our green stickers, and
lined up with the other AHSDC cars.

Next came a flurry of activity as bonnets were lifted, cars
were emptied and cleaning cloths employed to get the cars
tarted-up for display.

It was delightful, a circle of chairs appeared in front of
the pergola which shaded cheese boards containing a deli-

cious array of Australian and French cheeses.

Cruden Farm is a 54ha property south east of Melbourne.
It was a wedding gift to his 19-year-old bride from Sir
Keith Murdoch.

After his death in 1952, Dame Elizabeth moved from
town to live permanently at the farm, and began in earnest
her work establishing the gardens. This greenery provides
a dramatic backdrop to all the historic cars and indeed,
would be worth a visit without the vehicles.

Our club displayed 13 cars and they were much ap-
preciated by the people who came to admire, discover or
reminisce about Sprites and Spridgets. Common commets
and questions were “Isn’t it cute! .... Is the 948 nicknamed
a bugeye or frogeye? ,,, Surely you’re too tall for that car?”
Our new members Terry and Jade Robison drew attention
with their left hand drive Midget.

It was a friendly, fun day and we look forward to the
next event. Thanks to Frank Bujega, Gary & Lorraine
Boyd, John & Jackie Connor, Jim & Chris Dewar, Sue
& Mike Dore, Darryl Griffiths, Denis & Wendy Hough,
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Valerie & David King, Brad Martin, Gerry van

Oosterom and Kaz Postill for exhibiting their cars, plus
Trish and John Niemann, Simon Browning and Dennis
Varley joining us, and of course Chris and Owen Crombie
for waving the convoy off at Brandon Park.

Team Social
Bib, Sue and Trish

=
o
=
]
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ur year has begun well with a convoy to Cruden Farm
to display 13 cars near the shade of some beauti-
ful oak trees. The cheese and crusty bread were a hit and
everyone had a very pleasant day touring the farm and
admiring the vast array of cars.

Our next social event is Jazz at Montsalvat. We have
had an excellent response to this event, which means that
a free tour of the property is on the cards. We will be in
touch with those who have purchased tickets just as soon
as tour details have been finalized by Montsalvat. In the
meantime, be prepared to be at Montsalvat at 4pm for the
tour rather than Spm for the jazz show.

After the Jazz we will be going to The House of Salad
for dinner. If this doesn’t suit you, please let Team Social
know and we will adjust the booking numbers.

If you haven’t booked but want to come, there may be
some tickets left so it’s worth a try. The main feature is The
Joe Chindamo Trio and they are performing in The Barn at
Montsalvat, a venue with a beautiful piano and a bar in the
corner to keep you refreshed.

The cost is $55 concession booked through https://www.
trybooking.com/CFHVF

Please email social@ahsdc.org or text Bib, Sue or Trish
to let us know you are coming.

This should be a great event in June. The world class
MOVE Museum contains cars, motorbikes, trucks, buses
and much more.

One of the vehicle exhibitions is the Kenworth Dealer
Pavilion which houses trucks and other commercial vehi-
cles of varying ages. This pavilion also features the leg-
ends of the local trucking and transport industry, telling the
story of their lives and their businesses. It is fascinating.

For those who aren’t interested in vehicles there is an
extensive Loel Thomson Costume Collection. This col-
lection takes a journey through 200 years of Australian
fashion in clothing, jewellery, accessories and more. 7,500
objects, collected over 40 years, tell the stories of everyday
Australians from Federation up to the present day. With
pieces you’ve never heard of alongside the familiar, old
and new and everything in between, there’s something to
interest everyone.

If you are interested please contact Bib, Sue or Trish for
details.

We are really looking forward to this leisurely weekend
of winding drives, interesting places to visit, and sitting on
the dock of the Bay sharing a wine and perhaps some of
their famous seafood, which is delicious.

The motel we have chosen is Apollo Bay Best Western,
which has all accommodation on the ground floor. This
means you just have to alight from your car (or unfold
from your Spridget) and take a few steps to your room.
Simples! The motel is also very central so we are hoping
that most can simply walk to dinner. It should be a lot of
fun and we would love you to join us.
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Mid Week Drives 2023

Starting 16 March we are off and running for another
year. All the drives are on a Thursday starting at 10am
sharp from Beasley’s Nursery, 195 Heidelberg Warrandyte
Road, Warrandyte.

Hospitality is still struggling with staff problems, so
please book in before the Monday night prior to the drive.

Please let Jack de Bruijne know if you are coming either
by email to jdebrona@gmail.com or phone or SMS to
0403 323 584.

The dates and end venues are as follows, but subject to

change.
16 March Grand Hotel - Yarra Glen
20 April The Hill - Berwick
11 May Dudleys - Olinda
1 June Home Hotel - Launching Place
22 June Bridges - Hurstbridge
13 July Warburton Hotel - Wesburn
3 August Micawber Tavern - Belgrave
24 August Alpine Hotel - Warburton
14 September Grand Hotel - Yarra Glen
19 October Kinglake Hotel
2 November  Diamond Creek Hotel

16 November Cunninghams Hotel - Yarra Junction

The drives are approximately 70 miles long with half
completed before a morning tea stop, and the other half
before lunch.

Lunch normally finishes about 2.30pm and then you
make your own way home.

Come along and give your car a run and meet up with
the friendly group. The roads are usually fairly quiet on a
Thursday too.

Just so you can see how much fun the drives are and that
everyone in every car is welcome here are photos from the
last Mid Week Drive for 2022 held on 24 November.

Balfteries

power. like nothing else. . .

// rjbatt.com.au

OUR PEOPLE. OUR PRODUCTS. OUR SERVICE.

R &J Batteries’ network spans across Australia & New Zealand
with a history of exceptional customer service. Our battery
experts are equipped to find the best battery for any

power requirement.

OPTIMA

BATTERIES

THE ULTIMATE POWER SOURCE™

GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR CLOSEST BRANCH: 1300 769 282 | rjbatt.com.au/find-a-branch

<)
Dellcor € gatarey

WORLD LEADING
BATTERY BRANDS

o
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To get the ball rolling here’s a few snippets of news.

*  Matt vanO has joined the club. Many of us who
have been in the club for years and years will
remember little Matt, the eldest of the four VanO
kids. He has joined bringing with him his Torana
and he is not so little now.

*  Sue and Peter Brice should be back from their trip to
Europe by now having spent a very enjoyable time
skiing in the Alps, travelling to northern Italy and
then across to Slovenia.

*  To keep things in the club Bryce Young has been
working on the Gardiner/PJ Big Healey fitting out
the interior with carpets, seats and all manner of
trimming.

ROUND AND ABOUT REVISITED o Jeff’s Cruz.e Nights have been up and down with the
weather with one week hot and the next cold. But
you better get your skates on as the end of the
Cruzes is looming as they finish in March. Nobody
cares which car you come in just come and enjoy
the drive and company.

*  This year has a whopping 23 Formula One races on
the calendar and a new Ausssie to fly the flag with
young Oscar Piastri in the McLaren. He won the
2019 Formula Renault Eurocup, won the 2020 FIA
Formula 3 Championship and the 2021 Formula 2
Championship. He is only the sixth driver to win
the GP2/Formula 2 Championship in their rookie
season, and the fifth driver to win the GP3/Formula

hat do people get up to when they are not following

Jeff or Jack down some long winding road, or
racing at Phillip island, being regular at Mallala or
standing around the bar before the monthly meeting.

Most of us have come to know many club members over
the years and are keen to know their news, celebrate their
milestones, and support them in times of need.

It is for this reason that we are resurrecting Round and
About, a newsy column that publishes anniversaries,
marriages, births, big trips, gossip, and of course illnesses
wherein we get the chance to wish that person well.

If you have any items, or know of someone who needs 3 Ch onshi d the GPY/ 1a2 Ch .
support, please email social@ahsdc.org ampionship and the GP2/Formula ampion-

If you know something, spill the beans! ship in consecutive seasons. Let’s hope we finally
’ Bib van Oosterom get another F1 world champ, we haven’t had one

since Alan Jones in the ’80s.

! (5. -
i o Sprite Parts
f 5 T = A compact workshop where you
plin Dodds . %% . ~ ol W
P @41 7am dox gl - oum | B and your car get personal attention
Fast, friendly, efficient service from
the only supplier open 7am to 7pm,
7 days per week

PHONE or FAX ORDERS
Goods are dispatched by overnight
air bag, express post, courier or
road freight

All you need for your MG, Sprite or Mini

Colin Dodds 2 Parklea Close, Dural NSW 2158

Ph 0414 789263 Fax: 02 9651-6703
Email Colin@SpriteParts.com.au Web: www . SpriteParts.com.au
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COMPETITION CORNERED

A DAY AT THE ISLAND

Rod Vogt at The Island

2022 Sprite Drivers’ Champion Brendan Crombie

unday 22 January was the opening round of MSCA

Sprints and Regularity at the Phillip Island circuit and
we had no less than 10 members competing, of which four
were in Sprites.

Fastest on the day was Linton Coombs in the Honda
S2000 with 1:52.2770 ahead of his father on 1:55.6732.
Splitting them was Bryce Rogers in his RF86 Van Die-
men with 1:54.7341 before setting a scintillating time of
1:56.8551 in his Mk3 Sprite.

Rod Vogt turned in his usual polished performance at
1:59.6854 in his Mk1. Iain Johnson in his supercharged
MXS5 produced a time of 2:02.6919 but declared himself
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unsatisfied with that while Bob Lomas in his Sprite now
detuned for driveability finished with 2:03.5602. Peter
Clarke managed 2:06.9161 to finish ahead of Peter
Harrison in his Sprite at 2:07.6819.

The Coombs Honda S2000 seems to keep on getting bet-
ter so I wonder how long before Linton is looking below
1:50?

Meanwhile Bryce Rogers time was certainly noteworthy
but his goal appears to be to take on the Meyer brothers
from Sydney, which means another second or two to find.
Watch out for interesting results at the historic races at the
Island in March.

In the Regularity section of the day Tony Hannan in his
Sprite with a very accurate first run of the day, conceded
only four points to finish ahead of Steven Rogers in the
Mk3 Sprite.

Great to see such a cross section of members for the first
event of the year.

COMING EVENTS

On 26 February a Sunday is a khanacross run by Gipps-
land Car Club at Bryant Park. This event utilises the sealed
pit area plus sections of the hillclimb track albeit with
witches hats to limit speeds. It does require helmets and
you can enter via Motorsport Australia the event entry cost
is around $30.

On 11 March a Saturday is a motorkhana at Avalon using
the Geelong Motorsport Complex and it is a sealed surface
event run by the MG Car Club who are very happy to have
participation by our members. Enter by MA event entry.
On 18 March a Saturday is Sandown Sprints and Regu-



larity run by MSCA As you will note elsewhere in the magazine there is
On 26 March a Sunday is a Motorkhana at METEC in an Historic meeting at Phillip Island on the 11/12 March
Kilsyth run by the MG Car Club. A very accessible venue which will have literally hundreds of historic cars compet-
in the eastern suburbs so if you are unsure about compet- ing and for which the club has discounted tickets available
ing come along and have a look. and an opportunity to display your car with other club
These are the events designated for championship points ~ members.

in March. There are of course many other events available Mike Dore
to members for their enjoyment.
DRIVERS' CHAMPIONSHIP 2023
Designated events for championship points

1 22 JANUARY SUNDAY PHILLIP ISLAND SPRINTS / REGULARITY MSCA
2 26 FEBRUARY SUNDAY BRYANT PARK KHANACROSS GCC
3 11 MARCH SATURDAY AVALON MOTORKHANA MGCC
4 18 MARCH SATURDAY SANDOWN SPRINTS / REGULARITY MSCA
5 26 MARCH SUNDAY METEC MOTORKHANA MGCC
6 15 APRIL SATURDAY WINTON SPRINTS / REGULARITY MSCA
7 16 APRIL SUNDAY ROB ROY HILLCLIMB MGCC
8 7 MAY SUNDAY SANDOWN SPRINTS / REGULARITY MSCA
9 7 MAY SUNDAY MALLALA REGULARITY 6 HOUR RELAY MSCASA
10 13 MAY SATURDAY ROB ROY MOTORKHANA MGCC
11 25 JUNE SUNDAY ROB ROY HILLCLIMB MGCC
12 16 JULY SUNDAY METEC MOTORKHANA MGCC
13 6 AUGUST SUNDAY MACEDON OST MGCC
14 13 AUGUST SUNDAY WINTON SPRINTS MSCA
15 20 AUGUST SUNDAY ROB ROY OST MGCC
16 24 SEPTEMBER SUNDAY  BRYANT PARK HILLCLIMB GCC
17  14/15 OCTOBER SAT/SUN  WINTON REGULARITY 12 HOUR RELAY AROCA
18 22 OCTOBER SUNDAY SANDOWN SPRINTS MSCA

Regularity scoring: Events run by MSCA are sorted over four laps per run with a starting score of 1000.
One (1) point is lost for every 0.50 seconds over the nominated time and two (2) points lost for every 0.50
seconds under the nominated time.

For regularity relays the scoring will be the percentage of bonus laps of total laps driven.
Please refer any queries to Mike Dore (0409 256 564), Bob Lomas (0418 382 299) or
Barry Payne (0418 547 903)
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COMPETITION CORNERED

COMING MOTORSIPOIRT

PHILLIP ISLAND CLASSIC FESTIVAL
OF MOTORSPORT MARCH 9-12

The AHSDC has received a number of tickets which will
enable us to allow members to not only gain admission to
this prestigious event at a a reduced cost, but will enable
us to display our cars there.

Several of members will be competing, and others of
course will be supporting them. Sadly none have been
selected to do demonstration laps in the six ex-Formula 1
cars which are scheduled to be there.

Warren Reid has kindly volunteered to herd the cars, aka
organise the AHSDC display. So, to take advantage of this
please contact him well in advance on 0432 604 076,
bearing in mind that he both works and sleeps.

AUSTRALIAN FORMULA ONE GRAND
PRIX 30 MARCH -2 APRIL

We will be able to display our cars at this event, but

» New and used parts

« Competitive freight rates
e Local Warranty

« Australian made products
« Over 20 years experience

even though it is not far away the exact format for such a
display is not yet clear but all spots are already taken.

If you want to be listed as a possible spare contact Frank
Bugeja on 0411 293 984.

46th HISTORIC WINTON 27-28 MAY 2023

In previous years we have sponsored a race and so also
received a number of complimentary tickets which have
enabled us to put on an AHSDC display.

As yet we have no co-ordinator for this event, so the
committee would appreciate a volunteer to direct the
club’s efforts over this significant weekend ...
the 65th anniversary of the Sprite!

« All the top brands

» Machining services

» Major UK importer

« Performance products
« Large range of parts

Your mail order and online specialist, with a large range of new and

used Moke, Mini & MINI parts.

MinisPlus is one of Australia’s largest mini specialist suppliers with new and used parts.

Secure online web-store available 24/7
Freight tailored to your location.

Email or call to chat about your needs and get free, unbiased and experienced advice.
Call Ben or Peter on 03 9729 1323 anytime

from 8.30-4.30pm

or visit our showroom at
Factory 1, 9 Clare St, Bayswater, Vic, 3138

SPRITES & MIDGETS

www.minis.com.au

03 9729 1323

minis@minis.com.au
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n accordance with a long standing tradition, the first

meeting of the year has a social theme with food, usually
a BBQ and drink from the bar, and this year was same
same but different.

The Life Members rallied to provide the food and raffle
prizes, and were ably assisted by many other members who
volunteered to help with moving tables, cutting up burger
buns, arranging salads, as well as bringing along a few
little extra tasty treat surprises.

I personally noticed the efforts of Mandy, Debbie,
Lorraine and Bob in the kitchen, but I am a little hesitant
in even making this short list because it appeared that at
one time or another almost everyone willingly lent a hand!
Thank you to you all.

It was a bumper night with around 70 in attendance,
which is jolly close to one third of all our members, a truly
epic effort by all those able to attend.

Due to weather anxiety, only three Sprites got there
though, and as it happened it did not rain anyway!

Luckily the caterers (the aforementioned LMs) had
factored in by some telepathic method the food
requirements, so there were even a few leftovers.

We then departed from the previous pattern by having a
Monthly Meeting Lite, which was held to the backdrop of
the many trophies which the club had awarded in days of
yore for participants in Sprite Championships since 1966.

This was followed by the presentation of the last Sprite
Championship to Brendon Crombie, who in accepting the
award alluded to his hope that the new Drivers’ Champion-
ship will result in a renewed interest in competition within
the club.

The raffle prizes, again donated by the LMs, were won
as follows: 4th Jack De Bruijne, 3rd Terry Robison, 2nd
Kath Warne and 1st Mike Trathen.

Next month’s major prize valued at $100 is a Trydel
“EZIUP” emergency air and repair kit, the precise tech-
nology many luxury vehicles are equipped with instead of
a spare wheel.

For those who hanker after tradition, the next meeting
will be along the more customary lines of socialising from
7pm, guest speaker and then formal stuff, followed by
raffle and light supper.

The guest speaker will be long time AHSDC member
Mike Trathen recent winner of the State Race MG Series
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in a Sprite, which he has been continuously developing for
rather a long time. While not giving away all the secrets to
his success, he can offer some insights into dead ends to
avoid in the quest for performance, as well as some of the
more rewarding areas to explore.

Again it would be gratifying if we could have a good
number of Sprites out on the night!

Thanks also to the AHOC, who held their annual BBQ
February meeting the night before and left the tables, table-

cloths, and some salads for the AHSDC.
Owen Crombie

* B3 = g



Hoists for B
every space

Freecall 1800 88 33 50

Engineer certification & warranty

m Third party tested for strength & integrity

Complies with Australian standards

4 POST PARKING HOIST 2 POST BASEPLATE 2 POST CLEAR FLOOR
TL3.6PH-S 3.6 TON/3600 KG CAPACITY TL4.0BP 4 TON/4000 KG CAPACITY TL4.00HDI 4 TON/4000 KG CAPACITY
Double your parking space Designed for low Overhead clear floor
®  Hydraulic oil & steel jack/tool tray ceiling clearance ®  Hydraulic oil
m  (Caster kit with polyurethane wheels m  Hydraulic ol m  Anchor bolts
m  Four plastic oil drip trays m  Anchor bolts ® 8 piece pad adapter set
® 240V includes 15 amp plug for ease m 8 piece pad adapter set ®  Asymmetric arms
of installation = Available in single or three phase power ™ Available in single or three phase power

CAR ROTISSERIE MID RISE SCISSOR LIFT COMPACT SCISSOR LIFT
TL1.3ROT 1.3 TON/1300 KG CAPACITY EE-MR35 3.5 TON/3500 KG CAPACITY EE-TS6600 2.7 TON/2700 KG CAPACITY
Full 360° rotation Mobile or fixed mount design Easy to move design
Heavy duty construction m |deal for tyre services, detailers, sign m  Manual safety lock release
m  Adjustable width, height & centring writers and limited work spaces m  Easy to move
Includes 5 polyurethane swivel caster = Electric safety locking system ®  The dual cylinder structure ensures
wheels ®  Height limit switch stable raising and lowering
m  Powder coat finish ®m  Durable cylinders with anti-surge valves m  |deal for limited work spaces

Products and colours may vary from pictures shown. Errors and omissions excepted.

View our complete range at www.tufflift.com.au

AUSTRALIA gy
= WAREHOUSE

MELBOURNE * BRISBANE Freecall 1800 88 33 50

ADELAIDE * SYDNEY e PERTH

46 Saintly Drive, Truganina VIC 3029 HOISTS FOR EVERY SPACE




ROB ROY

18 & 19 MARCH 2023

We are very excited to welcome you to the inaugural
Rob Roy Revival.

Located at Australia’s oldest hillclimb track, Rob Roy
Revival is a celebration of classic motorsport and lifein
the 50s and 60s. Step back in time to one of the most
stylish eras and soak up the atmosphere of classic cars,
fashion, music, local food and mare.

Attendees are encouraged to dress in vintage 50s and
60s fashion and immerse in the festival feel,

- JOHN BOWE AW
= PATRDH B

v

OFFICIAL OPENING OF
TRACK UPGRADE &
SPECTATOR FACILITIES
Early bird ticket prices Ticket prices
(Ends 28 Feb*) (After 28 Feb*)
Saturday $40 Saturday $60
Sunday $50 Sunday $70
All weekend $80 All weekend $110

Car parking $10 per day* Children under 15 free*
All classic cars, parking free*  Unless sold out prior
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Newzlpﬁ >
Terrysand Jac

Robison

Great to see a good roll-up of members at Cruden Farm
recently and I add what a great job the Life Members
did with the catering.

We have one new member this month or is he a previous
member re-joining or is he a younger member now older
re-joining? However described, Matt van Oosterom has

Crize NIghis Every
Wednesday

EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT meet at the
corner of Dorset & Canterbury Roads by 7.30pm
SHARP for a drive and dinner
—no need to book.

joined the club. He lives in Diamond Valley and has a very
nice 1977 Holden Torana. Welcome Matt and we hope to
see you and your Torana out and about.

We now have 204 financial members so there is about
25 members from last year still contemplating membership
renewal. I remind members participating in the VicRoads
Club Permit Scheme you need to renew your annual CPS
Admin Fee as well- It may hold up you permit renewal if
not paid.

For those who do not have the ability to renew their
membership online, talk to me and we will easily resolve
the situation. If you have any problems with the system
also contact me anytime.

I drew your attention to a question about the Goblins’
Gazette in the renewal process. One hundred and one
members indicated they wanted to continue to receive a
hard copy of the magazine, 47 said no and the remainder
are still deliberating. The committee will digest this in due
course and we will let you know of any changes.

I am a fan of the Australian F1 GP and have displayed
my Sprite, along with many other members, at each oppor-
tunity. It is disappointing that this year we were only been
allocated five positions (we asked for 10) due to a AGPC
restriction to the total number of display cars.

Nevertheless, the club is on display to a huge audience
and that makes it worthwhile. Come and say hello if you
are at the GP!

Remember, if you have any potential new members, or
any issues with receiving the Goblins’ Gazette, not receiv-
ing regular emails from the president etc please let me
know.

And as always, I look forward to meeting you all at next
monthly club meeting or at some other club event
somewhere...

Frank Bugeja

Membership Secretary
0411293984 or membership@ahsdc.org
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GILLIAN HARRIS - THE POWER BEHIND THE THRONE

By Mike Jones and Andrew Fawkes

owards the end of 1956, David

Brown promoted John Wyer from
Racing Team Manager to General
Manager for Aston Martin and
Lagonda.

Wyer was a fastidious character,
who insisted that the race team follow
his methods religiously. Each race
was analysed, any equipment failure
was noted, expenses were listed and
driver performance was recorded, in a
detailed report.

This approach had paid significant
dividends.

By contrast his successor, Reg
Parnell, was a larger-than-life charac-
ter at the end of an illustrious driving
career. According to Wyer, he had ‘no
use for paperwork, preferring to rely
upon intuition, the spoken word and
memory’.

Although Wyer had huge respect for
Parnell’s leadership qualities, he was
concerned that his seat-of-the-pants
approach to management could under-
mine the systems he believed were a
key foundation for success.

Wyer decided to recruit a secretary/
admin assistant to support Parnell and,
he hoped, preserve his own legacy.

That person was Gillian Harris, a
21-year-old secretary, who (in Wyer’s
words) went on to become Parnell’s
‘Chief of Staff’. The role required
daily contact with management,
drivers, engineers and mechanics both
at the factory and the racetrack.

Gillian quickly found her feet and
came to be highly respected by her
male team-mates, including Stirling
Moss:

‘Gill Harris is a girl who revels
in this kind of organization ... What
does she have to do? In a few words
— know all the answers and anticipate
most of the questions concerning the
day-to-day administration of a racing
team 40 strong’.

Parnell’s biographer, Graham
Gauld, went even further, describ-
ing her as ‘the real power behind the
throne’.

No other woman held such a key
position in a top 1950s racing team, as
Gillian later reflected: ‘It was a full-
time job and, at that time, a unique
one. There wasn’t anyone else doing
what I did, but then there weren’t

20 Goblins’ Gazette - March 2023

many teams operating on
the scale that Aston was,
with the big convoy, the
fleet of cars and the large
team of people’.

A woman in a man’s
world

How did a young
woman achieve so much
in what was, at the time,
very much a man’s
world?

Gillian attended her
first motor race, at Crys-
tal Palace, with a friend,
whilst studying for her
A-Level examinations.
She was immediately
thrilled by this exciting
new experience.

‘We were right there
close to the track ... as we
were walking, I looked
ahead and there was an outstandingly
attractive racing driver named Peter
Collins. I stared at him and thought to
myself: I would like to go to lots and
lots of motor racing, then I could see
super people like that!’

Shortly afterwards Gillian decided
that, rather than go to university, she
would complete a secretarial course
and find a job as soon as possible.

Her sister, Julie, suggested that
studying shorthand and typing in two
languages, English and French, would
‘undoubtedly open the way to qualifi-
cation for an unusual and useful job.

Gillian took her sister’s advice
and enrolled for a one-year course at
the Lycee Francais in London. She
passed her exams and soon afterwards
secured a position with Standard
Triumph, helping military personnel
avoid purchase tax when exporting
new cars to the continent. Her role
was to complete the ‘carnets de pas-
sage’, which were written in French.

Gillian gained valuable experience
and was pleased to be working in the
car industry. However, what she really
wanted was a job in motor racing.

When a Standard Triumph col-
league showed her an advert in Au-
tosport for a competition secretary at
Aston Martin, Gillian knew this was
her big opportunity. Candidates had to
be able to type and speak French (the

principal language for rules and regu-
lations). She applied for the job and
was interviewed by Wyer and Parnell.

The experience was daunting, but
the young Miss Harris made a big
impression on the senior man, who
thought she was ‘an extremely intel-
ligent girl.’

Partnering Parnell

Gillian started working for Reg Par-
nell in January 1957. She found the
facilities at Feltham rather primitive;
the ladies’ loo was a long way from
the office, but Gillian was inspired:

“This was a world where things
were happening, the cars were
tremendously exciting and beautiful
and the skill, dedication and preci-
sion that went into them wiped out all
the inconveniences. I know it never
occurred to me to complain about the
primitive facilities and I don’t know
of anyone who ever did — we were
all happy to be there despite the poor
conditions and poor pay.’

Later that year, she experienced the
thrill of her first race win, when Tony
Brooks and Roy Salvadori finished 1
and 2 at Spa. The Belgian GP was Gil-
lian’s first overseas event and the first
international victory for the DBR 1.

This was heady stuff for a 22-year-
old!

As her role expanded, Gillian used
her language skills to check the regu-
lations for each event and negotiate



Above: Gillian at Nuremberg in 1958, where the race was won by Stirling Moss

partnered by Jack Brabham

starting money with race organisers.
She planned the movement of
cars and personnel; arranged ferries,
flights and hotels, while ensuring the
appropriate customs and immigration
clearances were obtained.
In those days, a trip across Europe
required separate paperwork for each
border crossing!

There were also no debit or credit
cards, so Gillian had to take sufficient
cash to cover the team’s expenses. As
currency controls were in place, she
had to get advanced permission from
the Bank of England to take money
out of the country!

During race meetings, she ensured
that equipment was where it needed

to be and helped out with timekeep-
ing. When back in the UK, she would
write the race report, in collaboration
with Reg Parnell.

Gillian was completely professional
in her approach and, although she
enjoyed the glamour of international
motor racing, avoided any opportuni-
ties for romance:

‘It was in many ways a very lonely
job. When I first started, I realised
that there would really be no time for
personal involvements because I had
a job to do.

Looking back, I think I carried
that too far, because I never, ever did
anything, other than teamwork when I
was away at a motor race. If anybody
asked me out to dinner well, no, I was
there with the team and that was it.’

Gillian was thrilled, and immensely
proud to have been a member of the
team that won Le Mans and delivered
the first World Sports Car Champi-
onship for Britain in 1959; Aston
Martin’s ‘Marvellous Year’.

Her racing life changes direction

Sadly though, all good things must
come to an end.

The company’s withdrawal from
sports car racing at the end of that
year, followed by the disappointment

Above: At Le Mans in 1958, Gillian watching the action from the back of the pits whilst Stirling Moss gives instructions to another
driver.
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of the DBR4 in 1960, signalled that she would soon have
to consider her career options.

Keen to retain her, John Wyer offered Gillian the role of
publicity manager when he finally called time on the racing
program. However, ever loyal to Reg Parnell, she decided
to go with him to the Yeoman Credit Racing Team.

After some soul-searching, driver Roy Salvadori agreed
to join them:

‘When Reg went to Yeoman Credit, he had complete
control of everything, and fortunately for him he took Gil-
lian Harris with him, because he was the worst organiser.
If he had to organise anything it was a complete disaster
and it was Gill that held the team together. Without Gill the
whole thing would have been a complete shambles.’

Despite now having his own team to manage, Parnell
decided to go to the 1961 Le Mans race, to support the
Border Reivers, who had entered a privateer DBR1 for
Ron Flockhart and Jim Clark.

Gillian helped out as a stewardess on a charter flight to
the race and was then roped in to help in the Border Re-
ceivers’ pit. While there, she met Bib Stillwell, an Austral-
ian who was racing a DB4GT Zagato for the Essex Racing
Team, in the adjacent pit.

Romance enters the fray

When Bib’s car retired with gasket failure, he asked
whether there were any spare seats on the return charter
flight.

There were. For once, Gillian’s ‘professional’ guard was
down; no doubt because she wasn’t present in an official
capacity. Bib and Gillian got on very well and starting see-
ing each other.

Their relationship was complicated by the fact that they
both had busy travel schedules. Bib was also married, with
three sons.

In January 1964, fate dealt an unexpected twist; Reg
Parnell died suddenly, leaving Gillian without a job. Bib
and his wife divorced later that year. Gillian, perhaps for
once following her heart rather than her head, emigrated to

Australia and married Bib in June 1965.

They were a formidable team.

Gillian focussed her energies on family life; raising Bib’s
three sons from his first marriage and having a daughter
and son of her own. She believed her experience at Aston
Martin stood her in very good stead: ‘Looking after that
team was very good preparation for looking after a family’.

Bib developed his considerable car dealership and avia-
tion businesses, ultimately becoming president of Learjet
in 1979. This necessitated a move to Tucson, Arizona,
where Gillian loved the outdoor lifestyle, especially skiing,
horse riding and playing tennis.

She was also delighted to be able to keep in contact with
John and Tottie Wyer, who lived in the area.

Gillian and Bib’s idyllic lifestyle in the USA came to an
end in 1985 when Bib suffered a severe heart attack and
they decided to return to Australia.

Gillian kept in touch with other friends and former col-
leagues from the racing world and occasionally travelled to
reunions. The picture of her with members of the old team
in 1989 shows that, all those years later, her time at Aston
Martin still meant a great deal both to her and the team:

“To have been part of that was just unforgettable. It
would be hard to find another group of people that got on
so well and achieved so much over such a long period of
time. They were great years.’

Gillian passed away in May 2020. She is greatly missed
by the Stillwell family and her wide circle of friends and
colleagues around the globe. Her positive attitude has
been, and continues to be, an inspiration to many:

‘Be like Gillian and go live life to the fullest.” (Marianne
Stilwell, 2021)

Footnote: The authors believe that Gillian Harris was a
trailblazer for women in motor sport and are working on
a project to tell her story to a wider audience. They would
like to thank the Stillwell family for their assistance and
support.
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Designed with production in
mind — but not ready yet —
the Littlest Leyland has caught
the world's top manufacturers
off-guard with its advanced
road orientated specifi-
cations. Harold Dvoretsky is
first with the full facts . . .

ABOVE: Plastic body is great shaps,
shows form of coming small cars. It is of
course rust-proof, and i safer in croshes
Becpuse of shock-stsorbency.

ASDVE LEFT: Square-whesl. snd a
Besutifully integrated dathboard layout

2 amill completely simple. Only gauge is
sos=go with small disl to thow amp-hours
T in battery.

EFT. Contoured seats provide ultimate
= though this beastie is steict
e

MODERN MOTOR — AUGUST 1971

\

HIS IS the prototype for
BLMC"s pollution-free electric
city car.

It could be on sale in three years!

Its aluminium body was styled by
the Italian Michelotti who has
designed every Triumph since the
Herald in the late fifties up to the Stag
sports car of today.

It is a-smart-looking two-seater basad
on  Mini running gear — Mini
subframes, Mini wheels and stesring,
and Mini suspension. It's even
front-wheel drive — but there comes

the snag.
Though its power units will either be
twin electric motors driving the

front-wheels or aven electric motors in
all four wheels, the power source is
still a big question.

At the moment, heavy Iead-acid
batteries which have poor performance
boost the weight of the Mini-sized
vehicle from 12 cwt to 18 cwt. Apart
from their short charge time — they
can propel the Electricar a maximum
40 miles, at a top speed of 32 mph —

\

they are too hefty a payload to cart
around.

The car's life is planned for 10 years,
The batteries, in their present form
would need replacement at least evary
three years at a cost of more than
$A300.

The cost of the car has not yet been
evaluated. But it will have to be
around, or below, present Mini
standards to have a big appeal — even
though government pollution and

environmental regulations may
demand its use,
But BLMC, whose

Crompton-Leyland offshoot (which it
shares 50-50 with Hawker Siddeley) is

Goblins’ Gazette - March 2023
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BILMC's ELECTRIC CAR

LEFT: Parr and parky with
plenty of styling yer
practicaiity fn big doors,
widle whael arches, good
glass arem

BELOW: Quad lights and
neat griffe are distingfive
frontal fearures. Note how
tall headrast-buckets appear
in seroen. Big wipers give
claar swes,

BOTTOM: Rear end gets
rhe “railgate” treatrmant
with jazzy tail-lamp wrag-
aroungs. Marrison {5 old
name for Leyland-a5oci-
ated electric vehicls
manufac turer,

the bhiggest producer of electric
vehicles in the world, is pressing on
with the car's development.

Crompton-Leyland was originally
warrison Electric Cars hence the name
of vehicle.

Crompton Parkinson, one of the
Hawker-5iddeley offshoots, is the
third biggest battery maker in Britain
in the car field and second biggest
when it comes to making the heavy |
duty ones for driving 1 ——

—
Ir ) : ST M
electrically-powered wvehicles. As B0 E IS g i e

percent of Britain's milk floats and 70

percent of its fork lift trucks are

electric  and  mainly  Crompton-

Parkinson, this is a really big business.

| In all, there are about 50,000

electrically-driven vehicles on the road
in Britain right now!

At the moment the Electricar’'s —

BT = - = === - oo
Tt S LEE e

the two front seats under the

“luggage” tray and up front are b
responsible. They're the nEw
| lightweight lead-acid balteries with
special cases but they still weigh very
heavy.

This has given BLMC engineers a
tricky Job sorting out handling
problems. But they claim they have it
beaten and by the time the power
source is ready, the car should be
handling as well as, if not better than,
a Mini.

Meanwhile, work on the powar
source has reached an advanced stage.

Though other types are still being
investigated, the feeling is that the
zirc-air battery will win in the end.
Three British firms (including
Crompton-Parkinson) and three LS
corporations are working on zinc-air
battery development as are two
Japanese firms.

MODERN MOTOR — AUGUST 1971
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BLMC'S ELECTRIC CAR

All gight companies are confident the
problems are almost licked!

Crompton-Parkinson is already in
production with small zinc-air primary
dry cells of low voltage which are
capable of five to elght times the
performance of a normal dry cell.

In Britain, it's claimed it will be three
yvears, possibly five, before the big
zinc-air batteries with at least twice,
{and possible three or four times the
performance of the heavy lead-acid
batteries) will be powering electric
cars.

But when they do come they will
give the cars better acceleration, far
greater range and a top speed around
&0 mph.

The prototype electric car needs
little servicing.

Its batteries are topped up once a
weak and every three months the
contactors, the motor commutators
and brushes are checked,

There are only four grease points and
the gearbox can be checked in the
three-monthly schedule.

The body of the Electricar with its
lushly fitted ergometrically-designed
interior (which could be mixed in
vacuum-formed  plastic  for  the
dashbeoard) is more than just a pretty
design study. BLMC and Michelotti are
well aware that by the time the
Electricar gets into production,
plastics for car bodies (and their entire
interiors) could have replaced steel.

The prototype body is of aluminium,
But production versions could be of
the improved ABS sheel, Prestal
{that's the metal-plastic invented by
BLMC's Pressed Steel Division) or
some other mouldable plastic. It could
pe vacuum formed or injection
moulded or a little of both.

The design lends itself to either
vac-forming or injection moulding,
though for cheapness, the former
seems to be the most probable.

Michelotti, like every stylist, has
recently had to turn his mind away
from thinking in steel and metal and
get it orientated towards the new
medium of plastic.

REAR "luggage tray"" behind seats is reached through open tail-gate,
and covers the “battery store’ betow. Driver has cockpit gauge to

advise when power (s low,

So far the turn-back of openings to
present both a smooth outlook and a
cartain amount of torsional strength
has baffled the engineers and styling
boys trying to find a way of forming
plastic sheetings.

But given the impetus (like dearer
steel sheet and corrosion problems)
the problems can be licked.

The Electricar will be rust-proof, but
it can still crash and the possibility of
acid spillage would have to be faken
into account. The body will have to be
proofed against acid,

Controls are simple — just a
footbrake, accelerator and handbrake.

There is a key to connect up the
power supply.

The driver then selects forward or
reverse (which routes the current one
way or another through the alternating
current [AC] motors) by switching
the black laver on the left of the
simple dashboard arrangement.

To the left of the dashboard is also
an instrument o measure the amount
of power or charge left In the battery
— yirtually the fuel gauge.

Then comes the gear selection lever
and the speedometer with indicator
lights eigther side.

Two rows of switches — eight in all —
control parking lights, headlights,
dashboard rheostat and reverse light
(top row) with the wiper switch,
heater switch, blower and a spare on
the bottom row.

The normal Mini stalk controls
indicators, headlamp flasher and dip,
and is mounted on the right of the
Mini steering column,

To move off, the driver just depresses
the accelerator pedal. To stop he lifts
off, gets a certain amount of
regenerative braking from the motors
or uses the footbrake.

Present control gear uses "carbon
stack®, but more sophisticated use of
electranic controls is Torecast.

Running costs of the prototype,
which as wyet dossn't incorporate
regenarative braking, work out about
half an Australian cent a mile. B

DIMENSIONS
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MENS & LADIES ASPEN JACKETS
*Navy with club logo *Soft-shell stretch
garment *Inner thick anti pill polar
fleece *Detachable hood with drawstring
*Durable zip *High wind collar *Adjust-
able cuff with Velcro flap

AHSDC CAPS

White with blue
OR 50th Anniversary — Limited time
only

$20
$51

UNISEX SPRAY JACKET IN
POUCH

*Royal blue with embroidered club
logo on jacket & pouch *Hideaway
hood eElastic cuffs *Drawstring hem
«Zipped pockets

All apparel ordered through
Mike Welsh

Ph: 0416 254 599

vicepresident@ahsdc.org
delivery within 4 weeks.
All sizes are standard fit-
tings for
men — S,M,L, XL, XXL etc
women — 8,10,12,14,16,18
etc.
Varied sizes available to try
at club meetings.

MENS SOFT SHELL VESTS
*Navy with club embroidered logo
*Soft shell stretch *Drawstring hem
Strong durable front zip *Two front
zip pockets

LADIES SOFT SHELL VESTS
*Navy with club embroidered logo
*Soft shell stretch *Drawstring hem
Strong durable front zip *Two front
zip pockets *Tapered for ladies com-

fort $ 69

AHSDC 50TH
ANNIVERSARY
MKI11 SPRITE
BADGE

Plus relevant

" | postage $4O

UNISEX REVERSIBLE VEST

*Royal blue with embroidered logo on
one side only <Polyester shell contrast
black polar fleece *Zip pockets on
both sides *Durable zipper *Draw-
string hem
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MENS POLO SHIRTS

*Royal blue with white trim and club
embroidered logo *TruDry mesh 60%
cotton, 40% polyester *Breathable
mesh panels under arms and on sides
*Easy care

LADIES POLO SHIRTS

*Royal blue white trim embroidered
logo *TruDry Mesh 60% cotton, 40%
polyester *Breathable mesh panels
under arms and on sides *Easy care
*Tailored for ladies fit



FART INSANE

hen you do a ground up restora-

tion and start with a body shell
and boxes of unlabelled parts, you
have to hope that the psychiatrist bulk
bills.

The accompanying workshop
manual never fully explains the
eccentricities that inhabit the beast
you are bringing back from the dead.
It doesn’t even go into any depth
about the built in booby traps that the
car designers have placed in your way
to prevent you from ‘doing it your-
self”.

All the bolts required are of a spe-
cific length, thickness and thread that
are not commonly available. ¢

Unless you re-tap the welded in
nuts, your search for parts has begun
with just a nut on the end of a spanner
that doesn’t quite fit properly. Yes,
you are that nut!

If there are four bolts to be taken
out, you can guarantee that the first
three will come off easily. That is just
to build your confidence and inflate
your optimism and ego. The fourth
bolt will take the wind out of your
sails quickly.

It will shear off leaving you having
to drill it out and then re-tap. Or it
will not budge at all and no amount
of heat, WD40 or swearing will make
it move. Of course, it will be in the
least accessible place that allows only
a sixteenth of a turn before having to
reposition the spanner. You are left
with the dilemma of either having to
fix your bleeding knuckles or taking
another Valium first.

Contacting parts suppliers and
ordering over the phone or internet is
challenging to say the least. The qual-
ity of parts has declined markedly and
less scrupulous suppliers will offer
you parts that struggle to survive until
any warranty runs out.

Thus the destruction of your sanity
is now moved closer on the planned
obsolescence timeline.

Invariably the part you need is
out of stock, wrongly labelled in the
workshop manual, or, when it arrives,
doesn’t fit and just gets added to
the pile of parts you hope to offload
later. All the while your bank balance
seems to be magically dropping.

Assume that all rubber components
need replacing.

The rarer
the car, the
higher the
price of the
replacements.
Then there
is the wir-
ing loom. It
“consists of
coloured
wires wrapped in a cloth sheath.

The makers of these take great
delight (and huge profits) in ensuring
that the wires are never long enough
to reach their intended target and cer-
tainly never match the colour coding
in the manual.

If you try to stretch them to reach,
they break and if you follow the
colour coding, you are bound to see
them fry and fuse together when first
connected to the battery.

They sell more looms that way and
their more profitable sideline, anger
management courses you find are
nearly always full.

Trying to modernise the car by add-
ing electronic ignition sees it spitting
out the parts because there is a subtle
difference in every distributor, and
when you find the parts the distributor
won’t accept returns, the nightmare
continues.

The exploded diagrams in manuals
are designed to confuse you. They
look simple enough. The parts are all
numbered, but that numbering has
nothing to do with the sequence they
go together.

The successful pattern is a code that

is almost uncrackable, leaving the
enigma and da Vinci codes looking
like child’s play by comparison.

You call in mechanically minded
friends and experts to assist. They
look at the self-chosen disaster you
have embarked upon and snigger
at your ability to lose your marbles
quicker than a rattling washer fallen
inside a sealed part of a chassis.

The secret you have been told is to
buy a second car to wreck for parts.

The neighbours start to complain
that your yard soon fills up with more
and more of them in your quest to find
the holy grail, which is the counter
clockwise threaded castle nut with a
superfine thread that has never been
cross-threaded, but is essential to fin-
ish your project.

Finally, frustration kicks in and,
following health advice given to you
by Lifeline, you decide to sell the car
and all its separated components to
another unsuspecting victim who has
the same naive notion based on “How
difficult can it be?”

Perhaps he will take your place
when the doctors agree that you
finally can be released from your pad-
ded cell.

JEFF SMITH
Ph & Fax 9720 2999
Mobile 0417 319 200

Greg Tuck
G
Sy
\
N
*
COMPUTER CUT SIGNS

VEHICLE & MAGNETIC CAR

SIGNAGE BANNERS etc.

STYRENE FOAM DISPLAYS
3/47 POWER ROAD, BAYSWATER
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FOR SALE or WANT

)

PARTS - SPARES - CARS -

FOR SALE: SPRINGBANK
SPRITE

This is a copy of 1959 Lotus
Eleven Sports car. It has compet-
ed regularly in hillclimbs, sprints
and historic regularity events
over last 17 years.
It comes with a 1293cc Sprite
motor/gearbox, 45mm Weber
1min.14.7s on Winton short
circuit and 2min.05s Phillip
Island in Historic Regularity
events with old age pensioner
driver. Class wins at Mt Tarren-
gower 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017,
2019. Lots of spares and plenty
of development still possible
Excellent opportunity for
newcomer to motorsport
$22,000 including trailer

Call Chris Dingle 0417 735 001
or email chris@springbankfarm.
com.au

TELESCOPIC SUSPENSION FOR
SPRIDGET & TRAILER
OVERRIDE BRAKES

Fleetwood Telescopic Suspen-
sion for Spridget. Unused —
brand new in box. Pick up from
Knoxfield. $1,000
Hydraulic Override Brakes for
Trailer. Complete including cou-
pling. Good working condition.
Pick up from Knoxfield. $100
Call Graham Dows on 0487
554 654

FOR SALE or WANT

ADVERTISEMENTS ARE FREE FOR MEMBERS
CAR PARTS, CARS OR ANY GENERAL ITEMS MECHANICAL
OR NOTMECHANICAL
ADVERTISEMENTS MAY RUN FOR TWO OR MORE ISSUES AT THE
DISCRETION OF THE EDITOR ONLY INDIVIDUALS AND NOT BUSINESSES
ARE ABLE TO ADVERTISE FOR FREE
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WANTED:
Mk3 BANJO HOUSING

Mark 3 banjo wanted, will swap
for Mkl banjo housing.

Call Owen Crombie
0417107790



FOR SALE or WANT

PARTS - SPARES - CARS - ACCESSORIES - GARAGE FILLERS

PLEASE ADVISE THE EDITOR F YOU HAVE SOLD VOUR ITEM/S

FOR SALE: AUSTIN-HEALEY
SPRITE MK1 (‘BUGEYE’)
FROM ESTATE OF STEVE

SCHMIDT
One of most recognisable and
successful Mk1s in the Sprite
Club. Completely hand built by
Steve — has been successfully
campaigned in numerous
motorkhana and speed events
over the years; winner of
numerous awards for
motorsport and concours.
Still presents beautifully and
ready to use in competition, or
very useable as an entertaining
and responsive road car.
The family would like to see it
go to someone who knew Steve,
will appreciate the car, and
make good use of it.
It has a 998cc ‘quick road’
motor; Datsun 5-speed gearbox;
45mm Weber; telescopic shock
absorbers; fibreglass bonnet; al-
loy tank; log booked (exp).
It comes complete with factory
hardtop, side-screens, soft top,
two sets wheels (neg); and first
option on collection of spares.
Autographed by John Sprinzel.
An established, historic, turn-
key car for a fraction of current
restoration costs. $35,000 (neg) FREE WINE RACKS
Expressions of interest to lan

Steel black wine racks stackable,
Maud on 0414 580921.

or side by side. Free, pick up
Blackburn or club meeting.

Call Kaz 0407 557 686
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LOG BO0K CLUB PERMIT SCHEME

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO AHSDC MEMBERS sign a Club Permit Application or a Permit Renewal.
REGARDING THE CLUB PERMIT SCHEME Your Committee has passed the following resolution:
R{elcent changes to the scheme mean that when signing From 1May 2016, AHSDC members wishing to
ew club permit applications, club safety officers/ use the Club Permit Scheme must attend a minimum of

scrutineers are required to complete a Vehicle Eligibility ONE club meeting/club event/event at which the club has a
and Standards Declaration form declaring that the vehicle group representation, each year — and have the relevant car
is eligible, safe for use on the road, and that it meets the sighted by one of the Club Permit Scheme Signatories be-
applicable requirements for the category of vehicle for fore the club signs the Club Permit Renewal for that year.
which the club permit is sought. If you have genuine hardship meeting this requirement due

This implies that when signing renewals of Permits to your country location please speak to the Club Signato-
we have the same responsibility to see that the vehicle ries to make alternative sighting arrangements.
for which the renewal is sought is in fact the same car in For some of you we do understand that this might
the same condition still meeting the Vehicle Eligibility & require a little bit of planning and you might see it as
Standards. onerous however, in reality it is part of our joint (club/

We would expect that this is a mere formality however, member) responsibility under the scheme and it is really
to be seen to be administering in the spirit of the scheme very little to ask of ourselves for the privilege of driving
and to protect our members privileges under the scheme as  our cars on public roads for hundreds of dollars less than if
best we can we must see the vehicle concerned before we it were on a full registration.

Club Permit Application Requirements

At the end of January 2015 the new club permit requirements came into play. For those people with an
existing AHSDC club permit, nothing changes with regard to the renewal that you receive from
VICROADS each year (this still has to be signed off by a club signatory when the permit is due for renewal).

However, remember that you need to be a financial member of the Austin Healey Sprite Drivers’ Club Inc. This means
rejoining each year by 1 January of the forthcoming year if you have an ongoing Club permit.

If your membership lapses your permit/s are considered to be invalid.

You also need to fill in the AHSDC acknowledgment form at the start of each year whereby you agree to abide by the
rules and regulations of the scheme. This will either be sent out towards the end of each year, or can be obtained from
Warren Reid. Remember when using your car on a Club Permit the log book must be filled in otherwise severe penalties
will be imposed.

New Club Permit Application Requirements

If you have a new car to put on the club permit system or are transferring a car from another club or from

another member then the following requirements apply:

1. You need to download or obtain from VICROADS and fill in the “Club Permit Application” and
the “Vehicle Eligibility and Standards Declaration” forms. Both these forms then need to be signed
by the club permit officer (Warren Reid). If Warren Reid is unavailable, then other signatories listed
below can also sign.

2. Any signatory signing off the “Vehicle Eligibility and Standards Declaration” must sight the vehicle
for which the Club Permit is being sought and assess the extent (if any) of modifications.

3. You must obtain a current Victorian Roadworthy Certificate for the vehicle and supply a copy to the
club signatory.

4. You must supply six (6) time stamped photos covering front, back, driver wside , open driver’s door,
chassis number, engine number — to Warren Reid. Preference is for electronic versions of photos.

5. Once items 1 to 5 have been addressed then you take the signed club signatory forms along with the
RWC to a VICROADS office and pay for either a 45 or 90 day permit and receive the plates to place
on the car.

Club Signatories:

Warren Reid (Club Permit Officer) 9 Giana Court, Ringwood North 3134. Mob: 0432604076

email: cpsadmin@ahsdc.org, club scrutineers for new applications and car inspections — Warren Reid, Owen
Crombie and Mike Welsh. Renewals - Warren Reid, Garry Neeman, Owen Crombie and Mike Welsh.

More information on the requirements of the scheme and the relevant forms can be found on the VICROADS
website www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/publications-and-forms?&searchtext=club%20permit
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Enhance Improve
Refine

Air conditioning, Brakes, Gearboxes, Suspension, Alloy heads, Wheels,
Electronic ignition, Electric power steering, Alloy radiators, Fuel injection sys-
tems, Roll bars, seats, Exhaust, Gauges, Limited slip differentials,
Engine conversions, Complete car builds

M a D E R CLASSIC CARS PTY. LTD.

www.modernclassiccars.com.au

Email : sales@modernclassiccars.com.au Tel: 02 9774 2169 2A Arab rd Padstow NSW 2211



‘Service & Repairs
Engine Design & Build
Machining & Fabrication
Roll Bars & Anti Intrusion Bar:

Engineering Services - Design & Build

PowerPlay
10 Charlton Ave
Cheltenham VIC 3172

Onsite Engine & Chassis Dyﬁdmetérs' :

Weber, SU & Fuel Injection Rebuilds & Tuning
Gearbox and Overdrive Servicing & Reconditioning

RACE - RALLY
RESTORATION

Phone: (03) 9584 7373
Fax: (03) 9583 0474
www.powerplay.net.au




